
GRACE GAZETTE

Volume VIII                           Issue 17
Published occasionally for Zion’s mourners

Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;   And make straight paths  for your feet, lest that which

is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.                                                                                       Hebrews 12:12-13

    PLEASURES AT THY RIGHT HAND

 Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy

 right hand there are pleasures forevermore.                                    Psalm 16:11

   It  pleased the LORD to manifest HIMSELF in flesh and blood and to walk among HIS
creation here in the earth in order to redeem HIS people.  “Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same.” (Heb 2:14)
In doing so HE in no wise ceased to be GOD but yet as a true and perfect man became
obedient unto HIS heavenly FATHER. “Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made
like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining
to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” (Heb 2:17) 
   So the incarnation (i.e.; becoming flesh and blood) of the SON of GOD is one of the most
glorious occurrences in the history of mankind.  It transcends our comprehension and causes
us to bow our faces to the earth in wonder.  The ETERNAL GOD of the ages, the ANCIENT
of DAYS, HE who is holy and undefiled, clothed HIMSELF “in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” (Rom 8:3)  HE being without sin, was indeed perfect in all
of HIS ways and  “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he
suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him.” (Heb 5:8-9)
   HE is indeed exactly suited to our need. (see Heb.7:26)  “Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion
as a man,  he humbled himself,  and became obedient  unto death, even the death of  the
cross.” (Phi 2:6-8)   HIS purpose in this incarnation was to redeem those sons which were
given to HIM before the foundation of the world and HE has completely performed that task,
by HIS obedience to the law in its jot and tittle, HIS satisfaction of the penalty of sin by HIS
one sacrifice for sins forever, and HIS complete and utter triumph over all the enemies of HIS
people, most especially death as HE arose a VICTOR over it in the day of HIS resurrection.
   Joseph Hart penned these glorious lines;

A Man there is, a real Man, With wounds still gaping wide,
From which rich streams of blood once ran, In hands, and feet, and side.
’Tis no wild fancy of our brains, No metaphor we speak;
The same dear Man in heaven now reigns That suffered for our sake.
This wondrous Man of whom we tell, Is true Almighty God;
He bought our souls from death and hell; The price, his own heart’s blood.

    The angels said  “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.” (Act 1:11)  If HE comes in the same manner in which HE left this earth
then of necessity HE is in the same body which the apostles touched and saw before HE
ascended back to the heavens which must receive HIM until the time of the restitution of all



things.   All of our hopes rest on the fact that HE ever lives to make intercession for us in
heaven itself.  “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,
and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” (Heb 1:3)  “Now of the things which we
have spoken this is the sum: We have such a high priest, who is set on the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens.” (Heb 8:1)
    HE who is now at the right hand of that MAJESTY is a MAN who has completely satisfied
the law and having subjected HIMSELF to the rigors of death which it demanded of sinners
has fully and completely obtained eternal redemption for all of those for whom HE stood as a
SUBSTITUTE.   Having  obtained  it  for  them;  HIS  presence there,  insures  their  complete
deliverance.   It is this that the Psalmist refers to as the “pleasures at thy right hand”.
    He is speaking in the “FIRST PERSON” even as the LORD JESUS HIMSELF uttered these
words.   The delight of our SAVIOR was to gain the deliverance of those which were given to
HIM before the foundation of the world and HE could be satisfied by nothing short of that
goal.  Even as Isaiah the prophet said, “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for he shall bear their iniquities.” (Isa 53:10-11)
    Being a man HE had no delight in physical pain and suffering anymore than any other man
and being  perfectly  spiritually  minded could  only  view the forsaking  of  HIMSELF by HIS
FATHER, (which began in the agonies of HIS soul in the Garden and was culminated as HE
hung upon Calvary’s cross,) with sheer terror and dread.  So HE took no delight in the death
and despair that HE was faced with, yet HE gladly suffered all of it for the sake of those whom
HE loved before HE set the Earth upon its axis or the sun had shone its first ray.  This is HE
who  is  our  HOPE and  EXPECTATION as  HE  has  quickened  us  and  caused  us  to  be,
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” (Heb 12:2)
   The chief delight of the SON of GOD was to do HIS FATHER’s will and it is in the presence
of HIS FATHER that HE describes as the place of HIS greatest pleasure.   HE delights in HIS
FATHER  and  HIS  FATHER  delights  in  HIM  even  as  HE  declared  on  the  Mount  of
Transfiguration, according to Peter’s testimony, “For we have not followed cunningly devised
fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honor and glory,
when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory,  This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were
with him in the holy mount.” (2Pe 1:16-18)
    Since this is the place of HIS greatest delight, it seems quite apparent that this is the same
place that HE would bring those whom HE has loved with an everlasting love. In fact this is
exactly what HE told HIS disciples, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:1-3)
    This was HIS prayer in Gethsemane’s garden.  “Father, I will that they also, whom thou
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath
not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I
have declared unto them thy name, and will  declare it:  that the love wherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them, and I in them. “ (John 17:24-26)   “If ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” (Col 3:1)
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